During the second day a rather unusual rash appeared on the trunk; the general condition was very poor, with sclerema, that is generalized thickening and oedema of subcutaneous tissues. The abdomen was somewhat distended and on the skin there was an erythematous blotchy rash which developed a vesicular appearance. This was considered to be an infective rash, and different from neonatal urticaria which we commonly see in newborn babies. Streptomycin intramuscularly was given and lumbar puncture was performed but the C.S.F. was blood-stained. A number of bacteriological and biochemical investigations were performed, and a chest X-ray which showed no significant abnormality. As the child was considered to be in a failing condition treatment with digoxin and intravenous hydrocortisone was given about 2-3 hours before death, which occurred at 48 hours following gradual respiratory failure with gasping and irregular respiration. Our 
